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TWENTY FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT MIT OPENCOURSEWARE

What is MIT OpenCourseWare? 

MIT OpenCourseWare (MIT OCW) makes the course materials that are used in the teaching of almost all MIT’s undergraduate and graduate subjects available on the Web, free of charge, to any user anywhere in the world. Available online at http://ocw.mit.edu, MIT OCW is a large-scale, Web-based publication of MIT course materials. You do not have to register to make use of MIT OCW course materials. Educators are encouraged to utilize the materials for curriculum development, and self-learners are encouraged to draw upon the materials for self-study or supplementary use. Therefore, course materials contained on the MIT OCW Web site may be used, copied, distributed, translated, and modified, but only for non-commercial educational purposes that are made freely available to others.

Why is MIT doing this?

In 1999, former MIT Provost Robert A. Brown asked a faculty committee to provide strategic guidance on how MIT should position itself in the distance/e-learning environment. The resulting recommendation — the idea of MIT OCW — is in line with MIT’s mission (to advance knowledge and educate students in science, technology, and other areas of scholarship that will best serve the nation and the world in the 21st century), and is true to MIT’s values of excellence, innovation, and leadership. MIT OCW provides a new model for the dissemination of knowledge and collaboration among scholars around the world, and contributes to the “shared intellectual commons” in academia, which fosters collaboration across MIT and among other scholars.

How do I register to use MIT OCW course materials? 

Because MIT OCW is not a distance-learning, or a degree-granting, initiative, there is no registration process required for users to view course materials. MIT OCW is a publication of the course materials that support the dynamic classroom interactions of an MIT education. MIT OCW is available on the Web, free of charge, to any user anywhere in the world. All users are encouraged to subscribe to “The MIT OpenCourseWare Update” email newsletter, which provides monthly updates on new MIT OCW course offerings and explains how users can make better use of the available educational materials.

Where are the course materials?

MIT OCW now offers open access to the course materials from 1400 MIT graduate and undergraduate courses. To find what courses are available at this time, click View a Complete Course List on MIT OCW’s homepage to find a complete listing, grouped by academic discipline. Once you have accessed a particular course site, the left-hand navigation bar of each course homepage will detail what materials are available for that individual course.

How do I find what courses are available?

There are three ways to access the MIT OCW materials: Utilize the Search function that is found in the left-hand corner of every page on the site. Search for specific text, such as a certain academic discipline area, across all courses, or within just one course. To perform a detailed search, use Advanced Search. A second way to see what courses are available is to click on Course List that is listed in the top right-corner navigation of every page on the MIT OCW Web site. This will allow you to view the list of every available course, grouped into the 34 MIT academic departments. Or, view the courses currently available grouped by MIT department. The departments that have MIT OCW course sites available are listed in the left-hand navigation bar of the MIT OCW homepage. An example would be the MIT Department of Mathematics. Click on the Mathematics link in the left navigation bar on the MIT OCW homepage, and you will go to the department homepage, which includes a complete list of MIT mathematics courses offered, along with a description of the department and its curriculum goals.
What are the prerequisites to use MIT OCW materials?
Because MIT OCW is not a degree-granting, or credit-bearing, initiative, there is no registration process required for users to view course materials. There are also no prerequisites for users who utilize MIT OCW course materials in their own learning. If you would like to read about the prerequisites that MIT students must have completed before taking individual courses, please visit the MIT Curriculum page at http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/Global/OCWHelp/mitcurriculum.htm 

How do I contact a specific member of the MIT Faculty? 

MIT OCW can be considered a large-scale, Web-based publication of MIT course materials, and not as an interactive experience with MIT faculty. It provides the content of, but is not a substitute for, an MIT education. The most fundamental cornerstone of the learning process at MIT is the interaction between faculty and students in the classroom, and among students themselves on campus. MIT OCW does not offer visitors to the Web site the opportunity for direct contact with MIT faculty. Inquiries related to specific course materials will be forwarded to the faculty member associated with that course for their consideration. However, due to the tremendous volume of email inquiries received, it is unlikely he or she will answer all emails. 

How can I use MIT OCW course materials? 

The underlying premise and purpose of MIT OCW is to make course materials used in MIT courses freely and openly available to others for non-commercial educational purposes. Through MIT OCW, MIT grants the right to anyone to use the materials, either "as is," or in a modified form. There is no restriction on how a user can modify the materials for the user's purpose. Materials may be edited, translated, combined with someone else's materials, reformatted, or changed in any other way. However, there are three requirements that an MIT OCW user must meet to use the materials:

· Non-commercial: Use of MIT OCW materials is open to all except for profit-making entities who charge a fee for access to educational materials.

· Attribution: Any and all use or reuse of the material, including use of derivative works (new materials that incorporate or draw on the original materials), must be attributed to MIT and, if a faculty member's name is associated with the material, to that person as well.

· Share alike (aka “copy left”): Any publication or distribution of original or derivative works, including production of electronic or printed class materials or placement of materials on a Web site, must offer the works freely and openly to others under the same terms that MIT OCW first made the works available to the user.

Please refer to the MIT OCW Legal Notices page for our specific licensing terms and conditions. If you are unsure whether your intended use qualifies as non-commercial use, please contact MIT OCW at ocw@mit.edu.

How does MIT define commercial use? 

A commercial use would involve the assessment of a direct or indirect fee by a for-profit entity for use of the MIT OCW materials, or any derivation or modification of the MIT OCW material, or any other commercial exploitation of MIT OCW materials. All uses, reuse, and distribution of MIT OCW material, including works derived from MIT OCW material, must be attributed to MIT and to the original faculty authors where identified on the MIT OCW materials you distribute. If you would like to use MIT OCW course materials, but are unsure whether your intended use qualifies as non-commercial use, please contact MIT OCW at ocw@mit.edu for clarification.
How does MIT OCW differ from other types of Web-based education, including distance learning? 

MIT OCW differs from other Web-based education offerings in that it is free and open, because of its depth and breadth, and because it takes an institutional approach to online course publication. MIT OCW is not a distance-learning initiative. Distance learning involves the active exchange of information between faculty and students, with the goal of obtaining some form of a credential. Increasingly, distance learning is also limited to those willing and able to pay for materials or course delivery. MIT OCW is not meant to replace degree-granting higher education or for-credit courses. Rather, the goal is to provide the content that supports an education. Many individual faculty members at MIT and other universities already use the Web extensively to make standard course materials available to their students. Some colleges and universities now require a Web site for every class. But to a large extent, these Web sites are designed for, and access is only provided to, the students enrolled at these institutions. MIT OCW is an unprecedented institutional effort of a much broader magnitude, as the goal is to provide the course materials free and open to the world. With 1400 courses now available, nothing of this scale has ever been attempted before.

Will non-English language versions of MIT OCW course materials be made available? 

MIT OCW has entered into a formal agreement with Universia.net, a consortium of colleges and universities in Latin America, Spain and Portugal, to translate a sample of MIT OCW subjects into Spanish and Portuguese (96 in Spanish and 96 in Portuguese as of May 5, 2006, available online at http://mit.ocw.universia.net). A Web portal based in Madrid, Spain, Universia.net is currently active in 10 countries (Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Spain, Mexico, Peru, Portugal, Puerto Rico, and Venezuela) and more than 800 universities among its members. This partnership has the potential to extend the reach of MIT OCW to a new non-English-speaking audience, and Universia will work with MIT OCW to evaluate the impact of these translated sites in Spain, Portugal, and Latin America. In addition to our Spanish-language translation partner, MIT OCW has partnered with China Open Resources for Education (CORE), an organization, based in Beijing, China, which has translated 115 MIT courses through May 5, 2006, published at http://www.core.org.cn/en/index.htm. We are also pleased to offer users access to 15 Thai language translations of MIT courses through Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, Thailand. These Thai translations are published at http://mit-ocw-thai.eng.chula.ac.th/. 
Can I translate MIT OCW materials into my native language?

Since September 2002, when the MIT OCW pilot phase opened to the public, we know that MIT course materials have been translated into at least 10 languages, including French, German, Vietnamese, and Ukrainian. MIT asks that any MIT OCW materials translated into other languages from the original English must be accompanied by the following disclaimer: “These MIT OpenCourseWare course materials have been translated into [YOUR LANGUAGE] by [YOUR INSTITUTION]. The MIT faculty authors, MIT, or MIT OpenCourseWare have not reviewed or approved these translations, and MIT and MIT OpenCourseWare make no representations or warranties of any kind concerning the translated materials, express or implied, including, without limitation, warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, non-infringement, or the absence of errors, whether or not discoverable. MIT OpenCourseWare bears no responsibility for any inaccuracies in translation. Any inaccuracies or other defects contained in this material, due to inaccuracies in language translation, are the sole responsibility of [YOUR INSTITUTION] and not MIT or MIT OpenCourseWare.”

What technology is used to publish the MIT OCW Web site? 

MIT OCW has implemented a Content Management System (CMS) in order to achieve MIT OCW’s long-term publishing goals. The CMS in use since the beginning of 2003 is a customized commercial option, Microsoft Content Management System 2002. The entire MIT OCW Web site is published dynamically out of this customized CMS. Embedded in the course sites are a number of file types, including Adobe Acrobat PDF files, Java Applets, Shockwave, Real Player, and MATLAB.

Is MIT OCW an open-source project?
MIT OCW is committed to open systems and will share its approach with those who may want to launch similar efforts. Many ask why we went with a commercial option — Microsoft Content Management Server 2002 — for our content management system (CMS). Due to the size of the Web site, and the speed at which we were committed to publishing our courses, our development team chose the Microsoft product. Microsoft made a serious commitment to the MIT OCW project, the total cost of ownership of Microsoft CMS 2002 was significantly lower than the other vendors in consideration, and the Microsoft product offered a high-level of usability for the end-users, MIT OCW's faculty liaisons and MIT's faculty. For other institutions considering implementing their own “opencourseware” several open source software components have been widely adopted (e.g.: Linux, Apache, Perl, PHP, MySQL, etc.). These tools tend to evolve more rapidly due to extensive community involvement in advancing them. Most open-source CMS initiatives, on the other hand, tend to be frameworks (as opposed to shrink-wrapped products). These developer tools focus on providing components that developers can assemble into a system. Complete CMS packages built on these frameworks are now beginning to emerge (e.g: Aegir, a CMS built on Midgard framework). In some instances (e.g.: zope and RedHat) the framework is licensed as open source but the solution is not. Developer support is reasonably good for widely adopted open-source products. Most experts agree that one CMS provider will become the clear, open-source leader in this industry sector. Another option is EduCommons, open-source server software, designed by the Center for Open Sustainable Learning (COSL) at Utah State University, to provide last-mile support for open access education initiatives such as opencourseware projects. To discover more about EduCommons, read about the project on SourceForge.net — the world’s largest open-source software development Web site — at http://sourceforge.net/projects/educommons/. MIT OCW will track the progress of key open-source CMS providers during this accelerated maturation. This will contribute to MIT being able to share its experience and understanding of these CMS options with other institutions. The hope is that utilization of open-source model CMS products could lead to less-expensive implementations of opencoursewares on other campuses.
How often are MIT OCW course materials updated?

The educational materials published on the MIT OCW Web site represent a “snapshot” of the way a particular member of the MIT faculty taught a particular subject in a particular semester and year, and all of the materials are from the semester and year listed in the course’s title on the course homepage. MIT OCW has two publication cycles — April and October of each year — with the next publication coming in April 2006. After a course is published, MIT OCW staff periodically checks in with the faculty to see if the course content has changed. Newer, more updated versions of a course will be published when appropriate, on a case-by-case basis.

Are MIT faculty required to participate in MIT OCW?
Participation of MIT faculty in MIT OCW is voluntary, although judging by the number who already actively utilize the Web as part of their teaching, we expect that within 10 years, virtually all MIT courses will be available on the MIT OCW Web site. As of May 5, 2006, more than 75 percent of MIT’s faculty were participating in the MIT OCW project. Professional Web design and production resources are available to MIT faculty to develop and maintain the MIT OCW course sites. MIT is committed to the long-term support of the MIT OCW educational environment.
Why is there such variation in the breadth and depth of content presented on individual MIT OCW course Web sites?
Each MIT OCW course Web site is developed individually with the participating faculty and instructors. It includes as much of the MIT faculty member’s course materials as is available in a digital format, or can be cost-effectively prepared; and is free of Intellectual Property and copyright restrictions. MIT faculty and instructors publish only as much content as they are comfortable having on a Web site that is freely accessible worldwide. In some cases, solutions to homework assignments, quizzes, and exams are only discussed and presented in the classroom, and not made available in print or electronic format to the MIT students — or to the worldwide community of visitors to the MIT OCW Web site. In other cases, the instructors plan to re-use in their MIT classroom the assignments, quizzes, and exams, and so they do not wish to widely publish their solutions.

What are the long-term goals of the MIT OCW initiative? 

MIT OCW is building a new electronic publishing model for educational materials enabled by Internet technologies. While MIT OCW’s published content is already providing value to users, over the next five to 10 years published content, technology, and processes will become increasingly more robust. MIT OCW is built on a single, searchable organizing structure with technology that is scalable to include virtually MIT’s graduate- and undergraduate-level courses. These courses include uniform metadata about the contents. We expect MIT OCW to reach a steady, though never static, state by fall 2007, with MIT’s full course catalog — approximately 1800 courses — freely and openly available for the initiative’s global audience of users. Between now and then we will be publishing more MIT courses, conducting an ongoing evaluation process, enhancing content management and publishing technologies, and evolving the organization’s internal staffing and workflow.

Will MIT OCW always be free and openly available to anyone in the world?

MIT is committed to MIT OCW remaining a free and openly available publication of the course materials that support the dynamic classroom interactions of an MIT education. Even as we continue to grow and evolve, the materials will always remain free and open to all. Along with this commitment to remaining free and open, MIT OCW is also committed to the idea that MIT OCW is not a distance-learning, or a degree-granting, initiative, and that there will not be a registration process required for users to view course materials now or in the future.

Why doesn’t every MIT OCW course offer video lectures?

Although video lectures are useful for students, there are many reasons that MIT OCW does not include video lectures in every course. First is the issue of bandwidth. We are very much focused on making MIT's courses materials as accessible as possible to users all over the world, including the developing world. If we were to start depending on the video component as THE most important or key element of a particular course, we would be excluding a large portion of the MIT OCW audience who are still surfing the Web on 28K modems, and would never be able to download the videos.

Another limiting factor is cost: Although the technology for recording, compressing, and storing video becomes more affordable by the day, it is still not affordable, or feasible from a production standpoint, for us to be compressing 20 to 30 hours of video for each of our 1400 courses.

A key MIT OCW audience is educators, and for them, we are hoping that by providing the syllabus, reading lists and lecture notes, we are offering a chance for them to jumpstart their own pedagogy and improve the way they teach their chosen discipline. While the video for Course 18.06 – Linear Algebra, Spring 2005, for example, are very easy for people with fast Internet connections to watch, they do not fulfill the mission of MIT OCW. To see all of the MIT OCW courses that offer complete video lectures, visit the Video and Audio on MIT OCW page at http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/Global/OCWHelp/avocw.htm.
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